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and potently, is exercising influence on the most CHAP advanced and most earnest thought of the present ^J^ generation; who by a refined, destructive criticism is solving the faith of thousands, is not contributing an iota to the reconstruction of a systematic body of thought which can help the educator in floating the tiniest skiff on the troubled waters of life.77 To produce a systematic body of thought was far beyond either capacity or ambition of mine. I aspired to be no more than aa comrade in the struggle for thought77 and the wrestle for truth. Orthodoxy, while disparaging reason, and banishing it to a distant place behind and under faith, was rightfully glad to have reason on its side. Why should silence be an obligation in one camp more than in the other ? As for religious belief, there was nothing sub-silent or subtle in some pages in which I spoke of Chaumette, one of the least estimable of terrorist Jacobins, and reproached him for his way of substituting for the imposing, solemn, consolatory ceremonials of the Church a detestably gaudy and essentially meaningless paganism. It drew some attention, and it was a word in season.
"Our opinions/7 I said, "are not more important than the spirit and temper with which they possess us. ... It would be far better to share the superstitious beliefs of a virtuous and benignant priest like the bishop in Victor Hugo's Mis&rdbles, than to hold whatever was truer in the opinions of Chaumette as he held them with ravening intolerance, and a shallow forgetfulness of all that part of our nature that lies out of the immediate domain of the logical understanding. . . . Instead of defying the Church by the theatrical march of the Goddess of Reason under the great sombre arches of Notre Dame, he should have found comfort in a firm calculation of the conditions. . . . We will not attack you as Voltaireerity of those he was among in their prayers. But we will talk over the merits of the case. haveblaze of living light,
